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 Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church 

A Lion’s Share 

 

          December 2, 2023 

Congratulations and God’s Blessings to Alicia Palladino and Jason Andria 

who were married at Saint Mark’s on Thanksgiving Day, November 23. 

God’s Blessings to their children Hudson, Faith, and Aidan (currently 

away serving in the Air Force). 
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Dear Siblings in Christ, 

As we begin the new liturgical year and the season of Advent, I wish to share with you a piece of wisdom gained 
during a webinar with our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and the Archbishop of Jerusalem and the Middle East, 
Hosam Naoum, on the Tuesday before Thanksgiving. 

Archbishop Naoum responded to a question regarding the celebration of Christmas this year in his province, and 
especially in the Diocese of Jerusalem. Amid this war and the massive loss of lives, destruction of homes and vital 
infrastructure, and holding of hostages and prisoners, he suggested that the whole church intensely focus on the 
Advent themes of Home, Love, Joy, and Peace. (And I fervently pray that the current cease-fire in place as I write 
this will continue.) Archbishop Naoum added that we ought to strive to put a smile on a child’s face as a counter-
balance to the despair and anguish of the thousands of children caught in the middle of this war. I thought this es-
pecially appropriate in this season leading up to the celebration of the birth of the Christ Child, our Savior. 

In the context of our diocese and the communities we serve, a refocusing of our attention and activity might be a 
helpful and holy endeavor. I suggest that a focus on Hope, a focus on Love, Joy, and Peace, a turning down the 
volume and intensity of our often chaotic and frantic preparation for Christmas, become part of our Advent disci-
pline.  

In reality, there is little we can do as individuals to affect peace in the Holy Land. But we can create peace in our 
communities, our places of work, our schools, our churches, our homes, and our hearts. The prayers and liturgies 
of Advent in our tradition all point us toward interior preparation and peace-making. It is a time of anticipation for 
the coming of the Christ Child anew in each of us and the situations of our lives. Use this time, not in frantic ac-
tivity, but as God’s creation around us suggests: to slow down, calm down, pray down deep in our being as Mary 
did, “let it be done unto me according to your word.” 

Use the traditions of Advent to pace the anticipation rather than accelerate the celebration. Advent, as its own sea-
son, beckons us to an alternative to the chaos, and provides a period of waiting and watchfulness that is holy, 
wise, and helpful to God’s people. Seek to make peace with those around you, live in joy, and share God’s love 
with everyone in the hope of the coming of the Kingdom of God. 

Bring a smile to a child’s face by creating calm and warmth in their lives. Spend time teaching a child the stories 
that bring us to this holy season and shield them from the harshness so often associated with the frantic nature of 
getting to Christmas Day. 

The awaited Feast of the Incarnation reminds us in this season, that the birth of Jesus happened amid a world in 
turmoil, political struggles, wars, and the slaughter of the innocent children for the sake of power and control.  In 
this Advent season, let it be our purpose to stand against such inclinations and focus our prayers, our activities and 
our very lives on the Hope, Joy, Love, and Peace that comes to us in Jesus Christ. 

Have a blessed and holy season of Advent as we await the Celebrations of Christmas. 

The Right Reverend Lawrence C. Provenzano 
Bishop of Long Island  
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 The Liturgical Guide & Ministry Schedule 
December 2023 

 
Services at Saint Mark’s 

 

Weekends (Regular Schedule) 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

Thursdays  
11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with prayers for healing 

 
Baptisms, Weddings, and the Sacrament                       

of Reconciliation by Appointment 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Chris Jubinski 

Office: 631.288.2111 
Cell: 410.253.3664 

chris.jubinski@stmarkswhb.org 
 

Episcopal Diocese of Long Island 
www.dioceseli.org 

 

 To see the readings for the next two Sundays,  

click on the links at the top of the schedule on this 

page  

or visit lectionarypage.net 

 

 

   

 

 
 

Liturgical Day & Color December 3, 2023 

1st Sun. of Advent 

 

December 10, 2023 

2nd Sun. of Advent 

December 17, 2023 

3rd Sun. of Advent 

December 24, 2023 

4th Sun. of Advent 

Lectionary Readings 

(Revised Common 

Lectionary) 

Isaiah 64:1-9 

Psalm 80:1-7 

Mark 13:24-37 

 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

Psalm 85:8-13 

Mark 1:1-8 

 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Psalm 126 

John 1:6-8,19-28 

 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Canticle 15 

Luke 1:26-38 

 

 8:00 a.m.  8:00 a.m. 8:00 a.m. One Service for the 

4th Sun. of Advent 

LEM Carol Laube Laureen Andria Sundy Schermeyer  

Lector Dick Gardner  Tom Simson  

Usher Steve Turner    

 Sunday 10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 

LEM John Kern Madeline Glover Carol Fitton Rob Perdock 

Lector Deni McChesney Bill Glover Helen Horton Tom Hadlock 

Greeter/Ushers Rich Caccavano 

Bill Glover 

   

Altar Guild Laura Bott 

Louise Reeves 

Catharine Nobiletti 

Karen Love 

Catharine Nobiletti 

Norma-Jeanne Okula 

Fr. Chris Jubinski 

Jinny Gilmore

mailto:chris.jubinski@stmarkswhb.org
https://www.dioceseli.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv3_RCL.html
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv3_RCL.html
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv3_RCL.html
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html
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Office Hours 
Tuesday to Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 
 

Weekend Services 
(SAT.) 500 p.m.—Holy Eucharist 

(SUN.) 10:00 a.m.—Holy Eucharist  
(Livestreamed) 

 
Thursday Services 

11:00 a.m.—Holy Eucharist with 
Prayers for Healing 

St. Mark’s Church 
 

40 Main Street 
P.O. Box 887 

Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
 

Phone: 631.288.2111 
E-Mail: 

kate.gabrielsen@stmarkswhb.org 
Website: www.stmarkswhb.org 

A Lion’s Share  
 The Weekly Newsletter of 

Saint  Mark’s Church 

A Parish in the Episcopal 

Diocese of Long Island          

The Rt. Rev. Lawrence Provenzano  
Bishop of Long Island 

The Rt. Rev. Geralyn Wolf  
Assisting Bishop of Long Island 

The Rt. Rev. Daniel Allotey  
Assisting Bishop of Long Island 

The Rt. Rev. William Franklin 
Assisting Bishop of Long Island 

 
The Rev. Christopher D. Jubinski  

Rector 
 

Email: 
chris.jubinski@stmarkswhb.org             

Cell: 410.253.3664 

mailto:kate.gabrielsen@stmarkswhb.org
http://www.cckqp.net
mailto:chris.jubinski@stmarkswhb.org
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Christmas Remembrances 2023 

 
We are fortunate to have a dedicated group of ladies who serve faithfully  

 

in preparing the Sanctuary for worship under the direction of Ki Nobiletti.  

 

The Altar Guild welcomes your gifts toward the beautification of the church  

 

for the festival celebration of the birth of our Lord.  Donations marked  

 

Christmas Remembrances may be mailed to the church office P.O. Box 887,  

 

Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 or placed in the mailbox marked Laura Bott  

 

in the Production Room along with the names to be remembered. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  PLEASE NOTE:  The deadline for submitting requests is 

 

     December 17, 2023 

 

 

Dedicated to: 

 

 

 

 

From: 

 

 

 

Donation Amount: 
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Isaiah 64:1-9 
Psalm 80:1-7 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Mark 13:24-37 

 
The season of Advent begins today. The name of the season 
means “coming,” and it celebrates God’s coming to us in 
the birth of Jesus and looks toward Christ’s return at the 
end of history as Savior and Judge. 
 
The first reading from Isaiah reflects the intensity of the 
prophet’s hope for the Messiah. In a period of Israel’s histo-
ry when confidence in the people’s own efforts to build 
God’s Kingdom had collapsed, Isaiah expresses that hope 

in a passage that has been a part of the Advent liturgy since the earliest days of the 
Church: “O that you would tear open the heavens and come down…” 
 
In the second reading we hear Paul’s greeting in his first letter to Corinth. Recognizing 
the many spiritual gifts of the Corinthian church (a source of their strength, but also a 
source of the controversy which caused him to write) he says that those spiritual gifts are 
given to prepare us to greet the return of Christ. Jesus’ message to his followers is an as-
surance that he will return and that our lives should be lived in preparation for that re-
turn.  
 
This theme of watching for his return is always central on the first Sunday of Advent. To-
day’s reading from Mark is the parable of the door-keeper. It reminds us that we are al-
ways to be on the watch for Jesus’ return. The liturgy is the way the Church lives in the 
time between Jesus’ first coming and his second coming. In word and sacrament he 
comes to us again and again, veiled, but present to eyes of faith. In the Eucharist and in 
ministry to others we are continually being prepared to greet him when he comes again 
in glory.  
 
Our gatherings for worship are meant to be points of departure for us to move into the 
world in active works of ministry to the hungry, the helpless, the imprisoned, the lonely, 
the sick, and the dying. The reign of Christ must begin with members of his body the 
Church making him known in the world, especially to the least of his sisters and broth-
ers. 
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year.  Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing 
Incorporated, New York. 

Notes on this Sunday’s Readings—December 3rd (1st Sunday of Advent, Year B) 
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Readings for Sunday, December 3, 2023  The First Sunday of Advent, Year B 

 

The Collect 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal 
life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his 
glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Old Testament—Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your presence--as when fire 
kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil--to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might 
tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at 
your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for 
those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, 
and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls 
on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of 
our iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter;  we are all the work of your hand. Do 
not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever.  Now consider, we are all your people.  
 
 
Psalm 80:1-7    Qui regis Israel 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
      shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
      stir up your strength and come to help us. 
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
      show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
4 O Lord God of hosts, * 
    how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
      you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
      and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
      show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
 
The Epistle—1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because of 
the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in 
any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
The Gospel—Mark 13:24-37 
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will 
be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ 
with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when 
he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. There-
fore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cock-
crow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
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Coloring Page for December 3rd (1st Sunday of Advent, Year B) 
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Donations of can goods and cash to support the Food Pantry                 

at Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church 
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The Back Page 

 Parish Office Hours 
T—F 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

kate.gabrielsen@stmarkswhb.org 
Kate Gabrielsen, Parish Administrator 

Parish Office 
40 Main Street 

P.O. Box 887, WHB, NY 11978  
Office Phone:  631.288.2111  

 On the Lighter Side... 

Rites of Passage 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

November Birthdays 

7 Carol Fitton           

8 Eleanor Kast           

8 Peyton Feil 

9 Barbara Pettus           

9 Geri Wyman 

10 Timothy Feil  

14 Timothy Jurgielewicz            

15 Carol Laube            

16 Kelly Pickering            

16 Robert Laube  

18 Margaret DeCaro        

19 Sundy Schermeyer      

20 Janet Jurgielewicz       

24 Jeanine Graviano        

28 Jock McLean               

30 John Kern                     

 

November Anniversaries 

6 Peter & Lori Williams                  

23 Edward & Barbara Callahan      

28 Arthur & Virginia Connolly 
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